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Congratulations WOS/SOW on your 27th year of service to orchid enthusiasts.

Visit us on the web at:   http://www3.sympatico.ca/ecott/index.htm                                         No 01     2011/12  
Next Meeting: Sunday, Sept 18, 2011 Time: 1:30 p.m.
Location: St. Clair College, Room 192A (Horticultural Building), Guests are Welcome
Topics:Topics:    Growing Cattleyas by Eric and Ellen Lee of  Crystal Star OrchidsGrowing Cattleyas by Eric and Ellen Lee of  Crystal Star Orchids

The Windsor Orchid Society continues to meet from September to May on the last Sunday of each month since its beginnings in 1985.  
Note the occasional exception  when we are participating at Orchid Shows that are scheduled for the same weekend as our meeting.

Executive Members Committee Appointments   (continued)  
Past-President:  Ed Cott Membership: Ed Cott
President: 519-252-7342 laelia@aol.com Ed Cott Fund-raising:  Vacant
Vice-President: 519-208-4836 chuck.lefaive@rogers.com Chuck Lefaive Budget: Ed Cott
Secretary: 519 252-3781 we.ezer100@hotmail.com Louise Holt Welcoming: Sheila Hooton
Assistant Secretary: 519-254-5841 marycaspers@yahoo.ca   Mary Caspers Hospitality: Eunice Bragg
Treasurer:  519 253-4751      Eunice Bragg Raffles & Prizes: George Vegh     
Society Representatives        Committee Appointments Publicity: Bernie Butts
COC Rep.: Louise Holt      Program: Ed Cott Winter Social: Sue Alexander
AOS Rep.: Ed Cott      Library: Louise Holt Newsletter: B.Butts/C.Lefaive
MAOC Rep.: Doris Asher      Archives: Chuck Lefaive Photographer: Hung Le

Topic:  “Growing Cattleyas by Eric and Ellen Lee of Crystal Star Orchids” www.crystalstarorchids.com
'Crystal Star Orchids' of Newmarket is a family operated orchid nursery just north of 
Toronto off the 400.  The owners, Eric and Ellen Lee, 
serve both the hobbyist  and the pot  plant  markets. 
This enterprising couple has set specific objectives. 
Patience  and  much  hard  work  over  more  than  20 
years,  the last  10 dedicated exclusively  to  growing 
and  hybridizing  orchids  have  born  fruit  and  their 
orchids have been receiving many AOS and ribbon 
awards.  The Lees have built an impressive stock of 
orchids, especially Cattleya breeding plants, the aim 

being to introduce orchid  plants  “emphasizing strong growth,  floriferousness and high 
quality flowers with the goal of producing plants that bloom early and often.”  

Members of the WOS have been warmly received guests at the Lees' greenhouses, most recently on a bus 
trip in June.  What an amazing opportunity that was. 
At our first general meeting, September 18, all our members will have the opportunity to hear Eric speak on  
a genera closest to the couple's heart, Cattleyas.  The Lees will  bring orchids for sale.  Please plan to  
attend.  You can pre-order plants from Eric and Ellen.  Visit:   www.crystalstarorchids.com. 

Fund Raising Ideas for Next Year:  It is always difficult to come up with new ideas to raise funds each year.  We have had  
auctions of plants, OrchidWiz, raffles, calendar sales, etc. but we’d like your ideas and input.  Many of you are involved with  
other organizations and have seen how they raise funds.  One thought is to host a dinner (Friday Night Spaghetti Dinner)  
through one of the local Italian clubs or to raffle off prizes gifted from local retailers.  Let us know what you think.  Maybe  
there are some fund raisers that you would like to see again.  Please let us know your thoughts. 

Parking:  Parking lot is now completed and members can park in Lot "L" behind the greenhouse building and walk to the meeting room.

Mid-America Orchid Congress 95th Meeting, Hosted by the Mid-America Orchid Congress
In conjunction with the Wisconsin Orchid Society 2011 Orchid Show September 16-18, 2011 Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  Fall 2011 Mid-America Orchid Congress Registration.  
Contact: Tim Brooks, 867 Edgewater Drive, Lexington, KY 40502

Membership dues reminder - $20 single/ $25 family
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Did we have fun this Summer! - Summer field trips to Growers and Greenhouses, the 
Summer Social (special thanks to our grill master – Larry, and to our convenor - Sue), the 
GWHS display booth, the Summerfest, etc.  The fun will begin again in September!      
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WOS  Booth At  the  Greater  Windsor  Horticultural  Society  event  May  21,  2011, 
Antonietta  also  helped  Betty  man  the  table  through  the  morning.  Louie  Fiorino 
provided the photo.

WANTED -  STORAGE SPACE:  We have been very fortunate  and grateful  that 
Chuck & Bernie have provided us with a spot to store all of the many 
needed  supplies  of  the  WOS/SOW  for  the  past  few  years.  Their 
property on Wyandotte has been sold and the time has come for us to 
vacate.  Running a  Society like  ours requires a  lot  of  "stuff"  -  show 
materials,  inventory  of  potting  supplies,  signage,  pamphlets,  etc. 
Anyway, we are looking for a suitable place to store these items and appealing to our membership for help. 

The "stuff" will need to be readily accessible by the Executive members and the space provided at no cost. Eunice has 
been kind enough to provide temporary storage facilities but she is also in the process of selling her property.  If you might  
know of a suitable location, please contact Ed at 519-252-7342 (e-mail laelia@aol.com).

A special thank you for contributing food or raffle items at the May meeting and for our Sumer Social.   Please 
remember to sign the sign-in sheets. 

Orchid Mix – NOW AVAILABLE!  Limited supply - $10 per bag:   Contains Orchiata orchid bark.  Orchiata is a sustainable orchid 
growing substrate produced from the finest quality, 100% pure Pinus radiata bark. Pinus radiata is sourced from renewable, man made 
forests ensuring availability into the future.  Pinus radiata is a hard and stable bark compared to other pine species; however, it needs to 
be processed from its raw state. The unique and natural process used creates a high quality, stable, long lasting, toxin free, consistent  
growing substrate for your specific  orchid needs.  The process allows Orchiata to hold water and nutrients on the outside layer of each  
chip, as well as creating a slightly rough surface for roots to anchor to. Pathogens do not survive this process, however beneficial micro-
organisms remain.  Other growing supplies for sale include Physan, sphagnum, sponge rock, fertilizer as well as small fans, totes, etc.

Now also available from our Orchid Supply Emporium!
Glass Grow Globes - only $20.00 (great for your collection of miniature orchids)
Paph Magic - just a small amount occasionally sprinkled on the surface of your potting mix will enhance 
the strength, vigour and health of your Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums.  Limited Quantity Available.  
Only $15.00

WOS Library  :    When you take out a book or item from our Library, make sure it is returned on time or get an extension from Louise 
Holt, our trusty Librarian.  You can contact Louise to check the Library holdings for materials of interest to you.  Make sure you provide  
sufficient research time and Louise will bring what she can find to our following General Meeting.  When the proposed new web site is up  
and running, it will include all Library holdings for you to do your own research and make on-line requests.

Fall Orchid Shows:  The WOS will be participating in the COOS and RBG shows this fall.  We will be looking for your 
contribution  of  blooming  plants  to  include  in  our  displays.   Nurture  them and coax  them to  cooperate.  
Because the dates of  these shows fall  on the last  weekend of  the months,  please note that our regular  
meetings will be the weekend before (second last Sunday of September and October).  Please carefully note  
the day of the WOS General Meeting for September on page one of this Newsletter and for October in the fall schedule, 
page six.

Orchids in Bloom for the COOS Show?  If you have orchids in bloom for the Sept 24-25 COOS Show in Cambridge,  
please bring them to the Sunday Sept. 18 WOS General Meeting or leave them with Eunice during the week, Sept. 19-23.  
Please call Eunice first (519-253-4751) between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm to make arrangements with her.  Try to avoid the  
lunch hour and no after hours calls please.

2011-2012 Executive:  At the Annual General Meeting in May, the existing elected members of the 2010-2011 Executive 
were unanimously acclaimed for a second term as the Executive Members for 2011-2012.  Good leadership necessitates 
membership support and help, participation and awareness.  Members need to be as active and involved as last year to  
help their leaders make this new year as successful as the last with its long list of WOS/SOW accomplishments.

Congratulations to our members Florence and Charlie:  The Windsor Orchid Society and all  its members wish to 
congratulate  long-time WOS members  Charlie  and  Florence Bowyer  for  the  recognition they have 
recently received for 25 years of service in the Master Gardener program.  This is not their first award  
after 50 years of active involvement in local horticultural societies.  Among the founding members of the 
Essex-Windsor Master Gardeners and with a special fondness for the involvement of young people, 
Charlie and Florence are also both Ontario Horticultural Flower Judges.  The Windsor Orchid Society is 
indeed fortunate that Florence's and Charlie's interest in nature also extends to orchids.

mailto:laelia@aol.com
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Summerfest 2011 (SOOS):  The WOS was certainly well represented at this year's exciting 
and informative Summerfest, Sunday August 7, held at the Toronto Botanical Gardens.  Ten of  
our members and friends (Eunice and Norma, Ray with Andrea, Louise H. and Pam, Louise J., 

Betty, Renee and Tammy) left 'sharply' at 7:00 am and upon arrival, headed 
straight  for  the  sales  tables  of  guest  speakers,  Sam  Tsui  (Orchid  Inn, 
Chicago) and Andrea Niessen (Orquideas del Valle in Cali, Columbia).  Ed 
had arrived the day before in order to properly perform his AOS judging duties Sunday morning.  Bernie 
and Chuck motored from Kitchener. By noon, a scrumptious pot luck smorgasbord more than satisfied 
our mostly large appetites.  
The presentations began after desert.  Sam Tsui spoke knowledgeably on multi-floral paphs species and 
hybrids,  future directions and cultural needs.   His years of  experience as a top notch 
grower and hybridizer deserved the attention the orchid lovers in attendance gave him.  
Our  South  American  guest  speaker,  Andrea  Niessen,  spoke  with  great  enthusiasm, 

interjecting many humorous asides, taking us from her first exposure (as a young girl) to Maxillarias, her 
developing fascination with their diversity, habitat and culture.
The Lucky “13” returned home, maybe a bit tired, but laden with “gems” - newly gleaned orchid knowledge 
and newly bought orchid plants, many of these plants not otherwise easily accessible to us in Ontario.
This trip was in part financed by a generous Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) Travel Subsidy of $200.00.

Summer Social, July 10, 2011:  When Bernie and I (and Dakota – we were babysitting a very friendly pooch) arrived just a 
bit late from Kitchener, our spirited fellow members had everything organized and 
ready.
Sue,  our  competent  liaison  with  the  Lake  Erie  Country  Club  facilities  near  the 
Holiday Beach Conservation Area, had made all the necessary arrangements. The 
venue is a peaceful oasis of the local natural habitat: swans, herons, kingfishers, 
frogs, insects, bugs, plants, flowers, trees,.... all going about their usual affairs on a 
gorgeous, hot, sunny day.
The early arrivals (everyone but Bernie and I?) had set the tables for serious eating 

under  the  pavilion  canopy;   Larry,  our 
Grill Master at the BBQ was fired up and 
ready to grill sausages, hamburgers and 
hot dogs.  The pot luck dishes overflowed, the amazing main course and desert 
tables laid out in the Club House.  Members outdid themselves in the quantity, 
variety and quality of what they prepared and brought for sharing.  The coffee 
and tea were ready.  Sue's traditional punch bowl was soon nearly empty.  In no 
time we  were  lining  up,  then  sitting down, 
plates  overflowing  and  we  did  what  the 
Summer Social had set out to do; we got to 
know each other better and we truly enjoyed 

a Sunday afternoon with fellow orchid lovers.
Dakota,  along  with  everyone  else,  was  so  well  behaved.   We  cleaned  up  after 
ourselves,  said  our  Au  Revoirs,  and  began to  look  forward  to  the  new season of 
exciting, interesting, informative WOS/SOW activities.  See you all at the September 18 
general meeting. Chuck 
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President’s Message

I  am  not  one  that  has  an  affinity  for  hot 
weather and so I am glad to be on this side 
of one of the hottest summers on record for 
the  Windsor  area.   Unfortunately,  the 
temperatures  took  their  toll  on  my  orchid 
collection too – those Pleurothallids do not 
tolerate  exposure  to  temperatures  over  95 
degrees (F) for long.  On the other hand, my 
Cattleyas seemed to flourish as did most of 
my Paphiopedilums.  Now ....  if they would 
only bloom in time for the COOS Show at the 
end of September.
We had lots of activities this summer also - 

the trip to Crystal  Star and Tropical Gardens, the Summer Social,  and 
most  recently,  the  bus  trip  to  Summer  Fest  hosted  by  the  Southern 
Ontario Orchid Society.  All of this was preceded by a year of meetings 
with great speakers and good fun.  We have a good line-up this year too 
and our season starts out with a visit from Ellen and Eric Lee of Crystal  
Star Orchids.  I hope you will make every effort to attend the meeting – 
you will enjoy it.  They will be bringing along many plants for sale from 
their recent acquisitions from Taiwan and from their greenhouses.
The fall also brings with it a couple of Orchid Shows that the WOS plans 
to participate in.  The Central Ontario Orchid Society Show is September 
24 & 25 and the Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens Show is 
October 29 & 30.  As a result, our meetings for those months will be a 
week  earlier  than  usual  (September  18  &  October  23,  respectively)  – 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  We will be calling on you to contribute your 
blooming plants for inclusion in our displays so I  hope you have been 
nurturing them to this end all summer.
In closing, I  want to thank the membership for presenting me with the 
Diamond Award in May.  I was choked up with emotion at the time and 
couldn’t really express how much that meant to me.  The meetings are a 
chance for us to get together with good friends once a month and talk 
about  our  shared  interest  in  orchids...  and  other  things.   So  many 
contribute to the success of our Society and I am thankful to every one of 
you. I look forward to seeing you on September 18! ED
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Your Windsor Orchid Society 2011/2012 Programming Guide! - mark your calendar

Date Speaker / Event Topic Plants for Sale?
Sept 18th * Eric and Ellen Lee, 

Crystal Star Orchids, Newmarket, Ont
Growing Cattleyas Yes

Oct 23rd   * Russ Vernon, AOS Judge
New Vision Orchids, Indiana, USA

Growing Odontoglossums 
and Their Hybrids

Yes

Nov 27th   Jean Ikeson, AOS Judge
Windsor Greenhouse, Dundas, Ont

Hot Lips Yes

Dec 04th    Winter Social Date to be determined No
Jan 29th   Mario Ferrusi, AOS Judge

Marsh Hollow Orchids, Fenwick, Ont
TBA Yes

Feb. Calvin Wong, AOS Probationary Judge
Tropical Gardens Orchids, Newmarket, Ont

Neofinetia falcata Yes

Mar. TBA
Apr. TBA
May TBA
Jun Annual Meeting  Auction, Plant Sale, Photo 

Contest, Awards, Etc.
Yes

 *  Meeting is one week earlier than usual due to scheduled orchid shows at the end of the month.
Upcoming Orchid Shows:
Sept 24-25: The Central Ontario Orchid Society, Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis Road, Cambridge. 
Oct 22-23: Eastern Canada Orchid Society, Hotel Espresso & Conference Center,  Montreal. Phone 514-684-3904
Oct 28-30: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington.  fodens@sympatico.ca
Nov 13-20/2011: 20th WOC Singapore 2011,"Where New and Old World Orchids Meet". 

                                  Membership Application and Renewal Form                             
Please complete as much as possible as it helps in assessing if there are particular membership needs.

The 2011/2012 membership dues.  Dues are now do.  
Please complete this form and bring it to the next general meeting or mail it along with your payment to:  
The Windsor Orchid Society, C/O Ed Cott,  1751 Chilver Road, Windsor, Ontario. N8W 2T7

 Name:                                                                                                                                                      
 Address:                                                                                                                                                  
 City:                                             Province:                                           Postal Code:                              
 Telephone Number:                                                                 Make available to other members? Y / N
 Email Address:                                                                        Make available to other members? Y / N
 How do you prefer to receive your monthly Newsletter?  Email:                      Postal mail:                      
 Are you a member of the COC?         AOS?         Orchid Digest?         Other(s)?                                    
 How many years have you grown orchids?         Greenhouse           Under-lights         Windowsill         
 Favorite genera?                                                       Would you like to do a meeting presentation?        
 How did you hear about the Windsor Orchid Society? (new members only)                                            

Annual Dues are $20.00 single and $25.00 family.
 Your society is based on volunteers for meetings, displays, shows, etc.  If you are able to assist, please contact one of the executive members.

Membership needs and wants:
  If there is any topic you would like to see discussed at a future meeting and/or have a question you would like discussed, make a note of it
 here and bring it to an upcoming meeting: _____________________________________________________________________________

 World Orchid Congress
 in MONTREAL?  

Our colleagues in Montreal’s orchid society, Les Orchidophiles de Montreal, have applied to host the 22nd World Orchid Congress in Montreal in 
September 2017.  The proposal will be formally presented at the upcoming Singapore WOC.  A WOC in Montreal would be tremendous for all Canadian 
orchid growers.  The WOS offers its congratulations to Orchidophiles President Andre Poliquin on this initiative. Stay tuned for more details as things 
develop!  Bonne chance!

http://www.20woc.com.sg/site/
http://www.osrbg.ca/
http://www.ecosorchids.ca/
http://www.coos.ca/

