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Visit us on the web at: http://www3.sympatico.ca/ecott/index.htm No 02 2011/12
Next Meeting: Sunday, Oct 23, 2011 Time: 1:30 p.m.
Location: St. Clair College, Room 192A (Horticultural Building), Guests are Welcome
Topic: Growing Odontoglossums and their hybrids by Russ Vernon, AOS Judge

New Vision Orchids, Indiana.

The Windsor Orchid Society continues to meet from September to May on the last Sunday of each month since its beginnings in 1985.
Note the occasional exception when we are participating at Orchid Shows that are scheduled for the same weekend as our meeting.

Executive Members Committee Appointments (continued)
Past-President: Ed Cott Membership: Ed Cott
President: 519-252-7342 laelia@aol.com Ed Cott Fund-raising: Vacant
Vice-President: 519-208-4836 chuck.lefaive@rogers.com  Chuck Lefaive Budget: Ed Cott
Secretary: 519 252-3781 we.ezer100@hotmail.com  Louise Holt Welcoming: Sheila Hooton
Assistant Secretary: 519-254-5841 marycaspers@yahoo.ca Mary Caspers Hospitality: Eunice Bragg
Treasurer: 519 253-4751 Eunice Bragg Raffles & Prizes: George Vegh
Society Representatives Commiittee Appointments Publicity: Bernie Butts
COC Rep.: Louise Holt Program: Ed Cott Winter Social: Sue Alexander
AOS Rep.: Ed Cott Library: Louise Holt Newsletter: B.Butts/C.Lefaive
MAOC Rep.: Doris Asher Archives: Chuck Lefaive Photographer: Hung Le

Topic: “Growing Odontoglossums & their hybrids by Russ Vernon, AOS Judge & New Vision Orchids”
Russ was introduced to orchids by his
uncle when he was 12 years old when
he handed him 6 orchid plants saying,
“If you can grow those darned cacti, you
should be able to grow these.” Russ
went on to study horticulture/floriculture
at Ohio State University and has worked E
for Orchids by Hausermann and A&P @@=
Orchids to name a few.
In 1994, Russ and his wife, Anita, |
started New Vision Orchids - specializing
in Phalaenopsis, Odontoglossums,
Miltoniopsis and Lycastes. Russ is a
judge with the American Orchid Society.

Fund Raising Ideas for Next Year: It is always difficult to come up with new ideas to raise funds
each year. We have had auctions of plants, OrchidWiz, raffles, calendar sales, etc. but we’d like your
ideas and input. Many of you are involved with other organizations and have seen how they raise
funds. One thought is to host a dinner (Friday Night Spaghetti Dinner) through one of the local Italian
clubs or to raffle off prizes gifted from local retailers. Let us know what you think. Maybe there are
some fund raisers that you would like to see again. Please let us know your thoughts.

Parking: Parking lot is now completed and members can park in Lot "L" behind the greenhouse building and walk to
the meeting room.

Membership dues reminder - $20 single/ $25 family
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September meeting show table:
Louise H. *** Species Galeandra batemanii

Louise H.
Randall
Jeannie
Jeannie

Species Prosthechea cochleata
Species Lepanthes calodictyon
Species Dendrobium draconis
Species Cattleya bowringiana

>,

€2

Identified left to right *** indicates best in show. Please sign your plants in!
Louise H. Hybrid Oncidium Hybrid
Jeannie *** Hybrid Catasetum Orchidglade
Norma Hybrid Tolumnia Jairak Rainbow x Tolu. Catherine Wilson
Norma Hybrid Cattleya Mini Quini 'Angel Kiss'
Hybrid Catasetum Frilly Doris 'SVO11' AM/AOS x Ctsm. pileatum 'Big Boy'
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A special thank you for contributing food and/or raffle items at the meeting: Eunice, Betty, Lilly, Julia and Rudi,
Chuck and Bernie, Ed. Don't forget to bring goodies to share if you think of it and please remember to sign the sign-in
sheets to be recognized for your contribution.

New Members: A warm welcome to visitors of last season and now Society members, Renee Gignac and Tammy
Siefker-North.

Guests: Nicole and Sheri, we hope to see you again. Our Society has lots of good things to offer you.

After and absence: Long-time member Vern Richards joined us for this meeting. We were glad to see you could be with
us, Vern, and hope you return often.

From our Orchid Supply Emporium:
Orchid Mix — NOW AVAILABLE! Limited supply - $10 per bag: Contains Orchiata orchid bark. Orchiata is a

sustainable orchid growing substrate produced from the finest quality, 100% pure Pinus radiata bark. Pinus radiata is
sourced from renewable, man made forests ensuring availability into the future. Pinus radiata is a hard and stable
bark compared to other pine species; however, it needs to be processed from its raw state. The unique and natural
process used creates a high quality, stable, long lasting, toxin free, consistent growing substrate for your specific
orchid needs. The process allows Orchiata to hold water and nutrients on the outside layer of each chip, as well as
creating a slightly rough surface for roots to anchor to. Pathogens do not survive this process, however beneficial
micro-organisms remain. Other growing supplies for sale include Physan, sphagnum, sponge rock, fertilizer as well as small fans,
totes, etc.

Glass Grow Globes: Only $20.00 (great for your collection of miniature orchids)

Paph Magic: Just a small amount occasionally sprinkled on the surface of your potting mix will enhance the strength,
vigour and health of your Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums. Limited Quantity Available. Only $15.00

Reminder - Fall Orchid Show: The WOS will be participating in the RBG show this fall. We will be looking for your
contribution of blooming plants to include in our display. Nurture them and coax them to cooperate. Because S
the date of this show falls on the last weekend of the month, please note that our regular meeting will be the %%%%
weekend before (second last Sunday of October). Please carefully note the day of the WOS General Meeting

for October on page one of this Newsletter and for November in the fall schedule, page six. If you have orchids in bloom
for the Oct 28-30 RBG Show in Burlington, please bring them to the Sunday Oct. 23 WOS General Meeting or leave them
with Eunice during the week, Oct. 24-27. Please call Eunice first (519-253-4751) between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm to make
arrangements with her. Try to avoid the lunch hour and no after hours calls please.

Betty's Maxillariella tenuifolia in bloom: If Society members want to understand why Betty's tenuifolia, bought at the
recent May auction, is no longer a Maxillaria but a Maxillariella, they will need
only to borrow from the WOS Library the most recent Orchid Digest (July, Aug.,
Sept. - Vol. 75-3) where they will find this Mexican species as the very first of the
“interesting plants of botanical merit, studied and illustrated.... and accompanied
by concise cultural notes”. A new section called “The New Refugium Botanicum”
will regularly highlight such orchids.

Betty is to be commended for wasting no time in applying her considerable
growing skills and getting beautiful blooms from a plant whose added bonus is a
deep coconut fragrance.

It is also Betty who is responsible for the Catasefum Orchidglade divisions,
originally a plant from Marsh Hollow Orchids, now widely distributed among
Society members and making their way, in bloom, to the orchid table. Witness .
Jeannie's September ribbon winner for best species on the previous page.

Winter Social: Please remember to set aside December 04" for a cheerful and friendly Sunday afternoon get together at
the Lake Erie Country Club, more information later.

Photo Contest: We will have our third annual photo contest at the May Annual Meeting, same rules as in the past. Take
many great photos of your beautiful orchids and participate.

COC Plaque: This award give at the May Annual Meeting will again recognize that member who has entered the most
orchid plants at the shows and all other displays where the WOS/SOW is participating, including each plant brought in for
member judging at our regular monthly show table. So please, do show off your wonderful orchids in bloom for others to
appreciate.

Bizarre Bazarre: This is an important money fund raiser for our Society and depends on Member contributions of orchid
plants and divisions, orchid related items, or other desirable objects. Please remember to set aside those items during
the year and your contribution will help assure this Society's success.
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My Improvised Orchidarium: | had an old aquarium that | had used for fish. Could | improvise and make
my own grow case, to grow miniature plants? This is a 40 gallon “show” tank — measurements are 30” wide, 20”
tall, and 12” deep.

| started with the lights. This aquarium has a light hood, for which | did some shopping online and found two |
Sylvania full spectrum daylight bulbs. Next, airflow. A computer fan would be economical and could be easily
spliced to a 12 volt transformer, plus be accessible in the built in housing already in the hood. Humidity would be
boosted by a fogger, available in many pet stores. Check out the reptile aisle!

All components would be hooked up to economical timers, available at any hardware store. Timers can be digitally
programmed or run in a "random" mode as well, which my fogger is doing. The lights of the aquarium are controlled "
by a plain timer. The fan runs all the time. Various combinations of this
have provided me with serviceable results, it does require some
adjustments, and my power bar, yes, it looks a bit of a jumble.

Shelving was built using inexpensive wooden shoe racks, easily
configured with minimal tools. In fact, some of the tools | used were,
garden loppers and a tiny hack saw on a Swiss Army knife. | decided on an arrangement of 3 shelves, to
provide highest, medium, and lowest light zones. The wood was treated with an outdoor deck preservative.
The shelving is easy to remove, spray with physan and sun- dry. A shelf
turned on its side provides more space to hang small mounts.

Last thing, a thermometer/hygrometer was essential. Observation of the
hygrometer, adjustment of the fans and fogger, have shown a modicum of
control over the conditions in the tank. Lights keep it at a fairly warm and constant temp during the day (about 20C),
and, at night, there is some difference in temperature. Here is a picture of the overall look. It's not exactly an
orchidarium, but, it sure was a lot cheaper, and, quite useful!

Now, the plants! | was lucky enough to attend the trip to Cloud's Orchids this spring. | bought a few mounted plants,
and have had good luck with those. Plants seem to accumulate and show up. It's easier to have everything all in one
place, and spray once or twice a day, also refilling the cup which | have my fogger in. This takes as little as a minute or
two, but | often find myself peering in for much longer. | also wanted to try mounting some Bulbophyllums and other
plants, some which have been very successful. The tank was also very useful when nursing a small Phalaenopsis
which belonged to my mother. Basically | try to fit the plant into a spot which it will like. Observation is big here, a
yellow leaf signals too much light etc. Observation, patience, diligence and research.

Recently | was very lucky and got a Lepanthes calodictyon from the summer fair (many thanks
to Ed) which would be very difficult to grow on my windowsill. | am hoping it will be happy sitting
under my fogger and enjoying the cloud- |
like conditions there. Tillandsias,
Bulbophyllums, jewel orchids, Restrepia
and even a leafless Chilochista. One ¥
plant | have enjoyed is Ornithocephalus |
. myrticola "Cloud's Summer Flurries,"
.having a fan shape and very tiny
= flowers. Magnifying glass is also
vw essential.

2L (RN

Its very tempting just to make a whole
whimsical garden environment.  For
. example, here we see the "Sage of the Vanda Box” He knows the answer to any and every

_ cultural question---except, he can't say a word. For size, that is a 6 inch box. The Psygmorchis
pusilla sits very nicely inside, along with a Brassavola cucullatta, which had been sent to auction.

l. 2

On the negative side, | have noticed that gnats seem to enjoy the moist moss conditions. But | have also
read that mosquito pucks containing BT help. (They have!) Sometimes the fogger can be rather
temperamental, causing a drop in humidity, possibly leading to a delicate bud blasting. Constant
observation becomes a necessity. Another drawback is having to reach down in there, possibly knocking
something over. Also cleaning can be a bit of a chore, and | try to do it about every two weeks. But for g
every problem there is an adjustment, and one day, | hope | can find and keep a good balance. These
miniature plants are so worthwhile, and my very limited experience with them, has been a joy already.

To me, learning is the fun part, and | sure do have a lot of learning ahead of me! It's an adventure to be
sure; not all success, not all failure. It has been relatively economical, and very rewarding. | am hoping to
learn a lot of things from the society members and speakers! If anyone has any questions for me, or
wants to know more, just be in touch. | will be happy to share. (randallcox@cogeco.ca) Randall Cox.
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Presidents Message: Well, the WOS/SOW has now launched the new season (our 27th year) and we started
out with a bang! | was pleased to see so many members out for our first meeting. We were very fortunate to have
Eric and Ellen Lee, who travelled from Newmarket,Ontario, speak to us about some of the cultural "tricks" they
have learned after growing Cattleyas for more than 10 years. In addition, they brought lots of blooming plants with
them and, as is expected from Crystal Star, the variety and quality was terrific. After the meeting, | had a lot of
positive feedback about their presentation and we'll endeavour to secure them again next year. Let me take this
time to thank all of you who supported our guests, contributed raffle items and/or brought in goodies for the snack
table. All of this helps make our meetings relaxing and enjoyable.

This month, we have Russ Vernon of New Vision Orchids, coming to talk to us about Odontoglossum culture.
Russ is also a grower of Phalaenopsis, Lycaste and compact and mini-Cattleyas. | have heard Russ speak on a
couple of occasions and | think you will find his talk informative and entertaining. He is travelling from Indiana and ‘ -
is bringing plants for sale also - just recently having renewed his CITES authorization for importation. Be sure to ask our speakers any questions you
might have, not just on the topic of their presentation, but also on any orchid related subject. These folks have a tremendous amount of experience
behind them and are anxious to share their knowledge with you. Your feedback is important and helps identify those speakers you enjoyed and areas
that we might direct our programming. | try to share (anonymously) any feedback | receive with our speakers so they can also learn from their
experience.

Remember, our October meeting is a week earlier (Oct 23) because of the RBG Show the following weekend. We had a great display at the COOS
Show and | want to thank Jeannie Gascoigne, Louise Holt, Norma Viol, Chuck Lefaive and Bernie Butts for contributing plants for entry and to Chuck
and Bernie for their assistance in set-up and tear-down. We will be looking for plants and assistance for the RBG Show the weekend of Oct 29 & 30.

All the best! Ed

F e T TR

Experts: Eric and Ellen Lee: Expert: A person with a high degree of skill in or knowledge of a certain ™
subject. ¥
When it comes to growing and breeding orchids in general and Cattleyas in particular, our September
speaker, Eric Lee, exemplified what is meant by 'expert'. Eric understands the culture and breeding of “§%
Cattleyas to a high degree. Eric generously shared with our members tips and concepts to help us grow
larger and stronger Cattleya plants that in turn can produce more and larger blooms.

Our Society members were again very fortunate to have Eric, assisted by his able wife and partner at Crystal
Star Orchids, travel from such a distance and with such a wide selection of wonderful orchids for sale, to
suggest to us how we can improve our culture of Cattleyas.

COOS Show Plants and display:

Pictured left to right: lonopsis utricularioides; V. Kultama Fragrance x V. tessellata v. alba; Coelogyne usitana; Rby. Golden Tang; Paph. Hsinying Onyx;
Psygmorchis pusilla; Paph. superbiens and Paph superbiens; C. Cariad's Mini-Quinee; Lyc. Birthday Girl; Dips. Green Field Red Zuul; Galeandra
batemanii; Guarianthe bowringiana 'Newberry Blue' x 'Pink EIf'; Paph. cornu-cervi; Dtps. Purple Martin and Tolu. Jairak Rainbow x Tolu. Catherine

Wilson; Ric. Windblown; Rlc. Newberry Holiday Joy; WOS/SOW DISPLAY!

Plant name Award Owner WOS/SOW EXHIBIT 2ND PLACE!!!
Rby. Golden Tang BEST CATTLEYA IN SHOW! 1st Ed

V. Kultana Fragrance x V. tessellata 1st Jeannie

Paph. superbiens.... 1st Ed

lonopsis utricularioides.... 1st Jeannie

Rlc. Windblown 2nd Jeannie

Paph. superbiens 2nd Ed

Lyc. Birthday Girl 2nd Chuck & Bernie

C. Cariad's Mini-Quinee 3rd Norma

Paph. Hsinying Onyx 3rd Ed

Galeandra batemanii 3rd Louise = &

C. Jungle EIf 3rd Ed . e 3 g = |
Ric. Newberry Holiday Joy 3rd Jeannie i e el et T

(Congratulations SOOS on your 1st place finish.)




@THE WINDSOR ORCHID SOCIETY
La Société des Orchidophiles de Windsor

Page 6
Your Windsor Orchid Society 2011/2012 Programming Guide! - mark your calendar
Date Speaker / Event Topic Plants for Sale?
Oct 23¢ * Russ Vernon, AOS Judge Growing Odontoglossums Yes
New Vision Orchids, Indiana, USA and Their Hybrids (tentative)
Nov 27" Jean lkeson, AOS Judge Hot Lips (tentative) Yes
Windsor Greenhouse, Dundas, Ont
Dec 04" Winter Social No
Jan 29™ Mario Ferrusi, AOS Judge TBA Yes
Marsh Hollow Orchids, Fenwick, Ont
Feb. Calvin Wong, AOS Probationary Judge Neofinetia falcata Yes
Tropical Gardens OrchidsTBA, Newmarket, Ont
Mar. Marilyn Lee, AOS Judge TBA
Apr. TBA
May Annual Meeting Auction, Plant Sale, Photo Yes
Contest, Awards, Etc.
* Meeting is one week earlier than usual due to scheduled orchid shows at the end of the month.
Upcoming Orchid Shows:
Oct 22-23: Eastern Canada Orchid Society, Hotel Espresso & Conference Center, Montreal. Phone 514-684-3904
Oct 28-30: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington. fodens@sympatico.ca
Nov 13-20/2011: 20th WOC Singapore 2011,"Where New and Old World Orchids Meet".
Feb 11-12 SOO0S Orchid Show, Toronto Botanical Garden, Edwards Gardens.
Membership Application and Renewal Form
Please complete as much as possible as it helps in assessing if there are particular membership needs.
The 2011/2012 membership dues. Dues are now due.
Please complete this form and bring it to the next general meeting or mail it along with your payment to:
The Windsor Orchid Society, C/O Ed Cott, 1751 Chilver Road, Windsor, Ontario. N8W 2T7
Name:
Address:
City: Province: Postal Code:
Telephone Number:
Email Address:
How do you prefer to receive your monthly Newsletter? Email: Postal mail:
Are you a member of the COC? AOS? Orchid Digest? Other(s)?
How many years have you grown orchids? Greenhouse Under-lights Windowsill
Favorite genera? Would you like to do a meeting presentation?

How did you hear about the Windsor Orchid Society? (new members only)
Annual Dues are $20.00 single and $25.00 family.
Your society is based on volunteers for meetings, displays, shows, etc. If you are able to assist, please contact one of the executive members.
Membership needs and wants:
If there is any topic you would like to see discussed at a future meeting and/or have a question you would like discussed, make a note of it

here and bring it to an upcoming meeting:

World Orchid Congress
in MONTREAL?

Our colleagues in Montreal’s orchid society, Les Orchidophiles de Montreal, have applied to host the 22nd World Orchid
Congress in Montreal in September 2017. The proposal will be formally presented at the upcoming Singapore WOC. A
WOC in Montreal would be tremendous for all Canadian orchid growers. The WOS offers its congratulations to

Orchidophiles President Andre Poliquin on this initiative. Stay tuned for more details as things develop! Bonne chance!



http://www.ecosorchids.ca/
http://www.20woc.com.sg/site/
http://www.osrbg.ca/

