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Visit us on the web at: http://www3.sympatico.ca/ecott/index.htm No 06 2011/12
Next Meeting: Sunday, Mar 25, 2012 Time: 1:30 p.m.
Location: St. Clair College, Room 192A (Horticultural Building), Guests are Welcome

Topic: Native Orchids and Q & A with Marilyn Lee, AOS Judge.

The Windsor Orchid Society continues to meet from September to May on the last Sunday of each month since its beginnings in 1985.
Note the occasional exception when we are participating at Orchid Shows that are scheduled for the same weekend as our meeting.

Executive Members Committee Appointments (continued)
Past-President: Ed Cott Membership: Ed Cott
President: 519-252-7342 laelia@aol.com Ed Cott Fund-raising: Vacant
Vice-President: 519-208-4836 chuck.lefaive@rogers.com  Chuck Lefaive Budget: Ed Cott
Secretary: 519 252-3781 we.ezer100@hotmail.com  Louise Holt Welcoming: Sheila Hooton
Assistant Secretary: 519-254-5841 marycaspers@yahoo.ca Mary Caspers Hospitality: Eunice Bragg
Treasurer: 519 253-4751 Eunice Bragg Raffles & Prizes: George Vegh
Society Representatives Committee Appointments Publicity: Bernie Butts
COC Rep.: Louise Holt Program: Ed Cott Winter Social: Sue Alexander
AOS Rep.: Ed Cott Library: Louise Holt Newsletter: B.Butts/C.Lefaive
MAOC Rep.: Doris Asher Archives: Chuck Lefaive Photographer: Hung Le
Topic: Native Orchids, Marilyn Lee, A0S Judge

Marilyn is an AOS judge from the Great Lakes
Judging Center in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Marilyn has
won many AOS awards, has a special appreciation §
for native orchids, is well travelled, and , among "%
other things, is accomplished at Floral Arranging. §
Our Society members will well remember her
spirited presentation last April on the Orchids of
Ecuador, the style of orchid judging there,
Ecuagenera and interior jungle and high Andes &%
tours. 3

Library book donation: The Windsor Orchid
Society would like to sincerely thank this month's g
guest speaker, Marilyn Lee, for donating another
orchid book, this one to our Library: Pradhan, Idai
C. Indian Orchids: Guide To Identification & i’
Culture. Volume II, 1979. No longer available in [
print, this book is a superb addition to our small
Society collection. Any Society member that would like to sign out this book, or
s any other library book or item, please call Louise (or e-mail) in advance and
Louise will do her best to have the requested publication at the next general meeting. Other arrangements are possible.

Fund Raising Ideas for Next Year: It is always difficult to come up with new ideas to raise funds each year. We have had
auctions of plants, OrchidWiz, raffles, calendar sales, etc. but we’d like your ideas and input. Many of you are involved with
other organizations and have seen how they raise funds. One thought is to host a dinner (Friday Night Spaghetti Dinner)
through one of the local Italian clubs or to raffle off prizes gifted from local retailers. Let us know what you think. Maybe
there are some fund raisers that you would like to see again. Please let us know your thoughts.

Parking: Parking lot is now completed and members can park in Lot "L"" behind the greenhouse building and walk to the meeting room.
Note: On Sundays, the gate of lot 'L' is OPEN. Disregard the sign that says do not enter and park there, as usual. Lot 'L’ is properly entered
from the opposite end using the lane behind the gym /autitorium. Just park in Lot 'L' from either entrance/exit.

Membership - $20 single/ $25 family

Rob Gardiner orchidrob@hotmail.ca or 519-647-3301. Hamilton Greenhouses will have plants for
SALE. Contact Rob directly if you would like to special order any plants for this meeting.
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February meeting show table: *** indicates best in show.
Ed *** Hybrid Paphiopedilum In Shape

Ruth Hybrid Phragmipedium Schroderae

Ed Hybrid Paphiopedilum Memoria Jacob Jake Piloto
Ed Hybrid Masdevallia Whiskers

Sue Hybrid Brassante Island Stars

Did you know? Sue properly signed in her orchid plant table entry as
Bc. (Little Stars x Maikai) 'Hawaii'. This Brassocattleya has now been
registered (2008) as, wait for it, Brassante (Bsn.) Island Stars.

The parents of Little Stars are two Brassavola (B.). species, nodosa
and subulifolia. Little Stars therefore remains a Brassavola primary
hybrid.

The parents of Maikai are Brassavola nodosa and Cattleya (C.)
bowringiana. Note: Brassavola x Cattleya = Brassocattleya (Bc.)

However, Cattleya bowringiana has recently undergone an official
name change and is now to be called Guariante (Gur.) bowringiana.
Note: Brassavola x Guariante = Brassante (Bsn.).

Hence, Brassante Maikai and Brassante Island Stars. For now,

Brassocattleya continues as a synonym of Brassante. So Sue, what
will

it be on your new name tag for this lovely orchid hybrid?

A special thank you for contributing food and/or raffle items at the meeting: Eunice, Julia and Rudy, Ruth, Renee, Norma, Betty,
Gary, Chuck & Bernie, and our Society. Don't forget to bring goodies to share if you think of it and please remember to sign the sign-in
sheets to be recognized for your contributions.

Guests: Pat, we hope to see you again and Margaret, who could not remain for the meeting, we hope you will be able to
attend our March meeting.

Fundraising with flowers: Betty brought to our attention this possible fundraiser. Society members can chose from an 8
page colour catalogue from Vesey's Bulbs, place their order through our Society, and the Society will earn 50% profit on
the sale. Vesey's Bulbs will provide Free Shipping on all orders. We will have more information at the March meeting.
Thanks Betty for this suggestion.

Bizarre Bazarre: This is an important money fund raiser for our Society and depends on Member contributions of orchid
plants and divisions, orchid related items, or other desirable objects. Please remember to set aside those items during
the year and your contribution will help assure this Society's success.
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Orchid Mix — NOW AVAILABLE! Limited supply - $12 per bag: Other growing supplies for sale include Physan,
sphagnum, sponge rock, fertilizer as well as totes, etc.

Paph Magic: Just a small amount occasionally sprinkled on the surface of your potting mix will enhance the strength, vigour and
health of your Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums. Limited Quantity Available. Only $15.00

Photo Contest: We will have our third annual photo contest at the May Annual Meeting, same rules as in the past. Take many
great photos of your beautiful orchids and participate.

A thank you to our February speaker, Calvin Wong: Energetic, eloquent,
personable and very interesting. Our February speaker, an AOS
Probationary Judge, had our Society members and guests in
wrapped attention during his well illustrated and fascinating
power point presentation on, for most of us, the still exotic but
now better understood Neofinetia falcata.

For me, a highlight was the short video Calvin produced at an
orchid show in Japan: surely one of Japan's 'national treasures'
who repots all Neofinetias for Japan's Royal Household, the
featured gentleman in step by step details clearly demonstrated
the repotting of a Neofinetia falcata.

Calvin explained carefully the cultural requirements for
confidently and successfully growing Neofinetia falcata. Calvin then answered questions. Thank you also,
Calvin, for bringing for sale a nice selection of orchids, especially the trays of Neofinetia falcata. Success
and happiness in Vancouver. C.T. Lefaive

Silent Auction: The WOS/SOW has received from OrchidWiz a

copy of OrchidWiz Express (see promotional details here included)
to auction in order to raise much needed Society funds. The

approximate regular retail value of the product is $95.00 USD.
The deadline for bid submissions was March 15, 2012. (Minimum ORCH I DWIZ EXPRESS
bid: $40.00) Bids have been received higher than the minimum and

at the March Society meeting the highest bidder and now proud
owner of Orchid Express will be revealed. Thank you to all those
who placed a bid.

Raffle sale and draw: In an effort to raise needed

operating funds used to provide better service to our
deserving Society members, the WOS/SOW will be selling,

in-house, raffle tickets tq our S_ociety m.embers starting at this Focused on the begimer 1o Core Functionality: B Track your orchids
February general meeting. Tickets will cost $5 each. The  intemedate hobby grower, I. Complete Hybrid

p . . OrchidWiz Express 2012 is an easy- W Print labels
draw will be held at our Annual General Meetlng n May to-use application that allows orchid Database

Note: There will be TWO draws, each with a $50 Prize to be & t© s aithaiion and - SEDlap W Create ists
) ’ genealogy information for Lhousands 4,000 Images

2
. i 3.
awarded to the lucky winners. Our members are already a o species and more than 145.000 4 ybridCross Lookap W Learm culvaton fundamental
5
6

very supportive group of orchid lovers yet we ask that you o v o

each buy one or more tickets for this special event. There will s wel a print labls for ags.
OrchidWiz Express 2012 comes with

5. Orchid Journal B Explore Orchid Photographs
. Basic cultivation data

be a limited number of tickets printed and sold so hurry to get e ian 4000 photographs o the (light & temperature)
your ticket! most common species and hybrids. 7. All Genealogy Charts
. . 8. Print Reports
Trip to Franklin Park Conservatory, Columbus, Oh. : 9. Print Labels
On the theme of 'Victorian Collectors', the Franklin Park  Why Express? 10: G Seichi & Misnbers

Conservatory has organized a special program called

Orchids! Vibrant Victoriana (Jan. 14 — Apr. 08). There is a e s 1o "

fascinating display of the Conservatory's orchids and Debra speces and hybrics 13, Prinary Hybrid

Moore, a glass artist, is exhibiting, and has for sale, a .om...w,[xpm_\.m, 14
.

OrchidWiz Express I'l. FI Offspring: Progeny
provides you vith baske 12. Registrant and Originator

. All Aliases/ name
Changes

15. “Explain” Sanders vs RHS

16. Charles baker habitat

selection of her exquisite 'orchids composed in glass'. Touo ekt

the Orchid Journal
This group trip, possibly with an over-night stay, has an added
attraction. The Central Ohio Orchid Society (COOS) Show M ™ oui o

H . L genealogy charts for all Data (no charts)
and Sale will be held on the proposed trip dates, March 31 E*‘ hbrids 7. Install on One computer
and April 01, and conveniently at the conservatory. ' I8. Requires Windows XP,

OrchicWiz Express is Vista or Windows 7

You will need a valid passport. Tr_avel method, co_st, time of s o oy 5500 | 19, Al Upgrade avalBble s gy ot
departure/return, etc. to be determined. All those interested, “ vy orchichviz.com sippet @orchidiz om
please contact Sue Alexander at 519-736-9402.

websites: www.fpconservatory.org

www.coosinfo.info
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Field Trips: Two field trips are being organized for Society members. Set aside Saturday June 23 for a fun-filled but
productive bus trip to see what Mario Ferusi at Marsh Hollows has to offer as well as - =
Cloud's Orchids.

The plan is to also attend the SOOS Sunday August 05 Summerfest. There will be orchid
vendors, and a pot-luck lunch. The Australian Phil Spence is the highlighted speaker. See
his treatment of Dendrobium section Latouria in the first AOS special supplement (Oct
2010 of Orchids — The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society). This publication &
preceded Jean Allen-lkeson's equally well received Aug 2011 supplement to Orchids on W
the topic of Sarcochilus. Both supplements are available from our Library. Stay tuned for b
more field trip information.

Orchids in Bloom for the London Orchid Society Show: If you have orchids in bloom suitable for our Society
display at the March 17-18 London Orchid Society (LOS) Show, please leave them with
Eunice during the week, Monday-Thursday March 12-15. Please call Eunice first
(519)253-4751 between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm to make arrangements with her. Try to
avoid the lunch hour and no after hours calls or deliveries please. If you plan to deliver
plants very early Friday morning just before the departure for London, you must make
necessary arrangements with Ed (519)252-7342. Also, make arrangements with Ed if you
plan to drive to the London show Friday with your plants. There are issues of timing for
inclusing in the display and plant registration for judging.

Note: Help for the transportation of plants and display supplies from Windsor to London, |
help to set up the display Friday afternoon, March 16, and help for Sunday 5:00 pm tear-
down and transportation of plants and materials back to Windsor would be greatly appreciated. Again, speak to Ed.

COC Plaque: This award give at the May Annual Meeting will again recognize that member who has entered the most
orchid plants at the shows and all other displays where the WOS/SOW is participating, including each plant brought in for
member judging at our regular monthly show table. So please, do show off your wonderful orchids in bloom for others to
appreciate.

ORCHID SPECIES CULTURE: Charles and Margaret Baker http://www.orchidculture.com/

Neofinetia falcata (excerpts) In Japan, N. falcata has been known as Fuki-ran (Rich and Noble Orchid), and is known in some
localities as Fu-ran (Wind Orchid).

ORIGIN/HABITAT: Northeast Asia. It is now known to be more widespread in Japan where it grows on the islands of Honshu, Shikoku,
and Kyushu. Plants are also found on the small islands of Yakusima and Tanegasima off the southern coast of Kyushu, on Okinawa in
the Ryukyu Islands, and in China and Korea. N. falcata may grow on rocks, but is usually found growing epiphytically on rather small
branches of deciduous trees where strong light is received in winter and early spring. Plants normally grow at an angle on the branch
so that water drains away and does not collect at the base of the leaves.

CLIMATE: Record extreme temperatures are 97F (36C) and 20F (-7C).
Cultural Recommendations: The following recommendations are based on averages in the habitat. They may be used as a guide for
newly acquired plants whose requirements are unknown, or for plants that are not growing or flowering as well as they should.

LIGHT: 2000-3600 fc.

TEMPERATURES: Summer days average 78-87F (26-31C), and nights average 66-74F (19-23C), with a diurnal range of 12-13F (7C).
HUMIDITY: 80-85% in summer, dropping to near 75% during the remainder of the year.

WATER: Rainfall is moderate to heavy throughout the year with the wettest season occurring from spring into autumn. Heavy water
should be provided for cultivated plants when they are actively growing, and they should never be allowed to dry out completely.
FERTILIZER: A balanced fertilizer, mixed at 1/4-1/2 recommended strength, should be applied weekly during periods of active growth.
Pots should be leached every few weeks to prevent salt buildup, especially when fertilizer is being applied most heavily. REST
PERIOD: Winter days average 53-56F (12-13C), and nights average 37-40F (3-4C), with a diurnal range of 16F (9C). Winter rainfall is
lower in the habitat, and water should be reduced for cultivated plants during this time. Even less water should be given plants that are
grown in very cool conditions. Even these plants should not be allowed to become completely dry, however. The necessary conditions
may be met in most growing areas by occasional early morning misting, with a light watering given every two weeks or so. Water is
especially beneficial during bright, sunny weather. Light is highest in winter, so for cultivated plants, shading should be removed from
the growing area and as much light as possible, short of burning the foliage, provided during this time of year. Fertilizer should be
reduced or eliminated until conditions become warmer and watering is increased in the spring.

GROWING MEDIA: Plants may be mounted on slabs of cork or tree-fern fiber, with a small pad of osmunda or sphagnum moss. If
grown on slabs, high humidity must be maintained, and water must be applied at least once daily during the summer. If potted, small
pots and a very open, fast draining medium should be used. In his American Orchid Society Bulletin article, Kichigoro Suszuki reported
that this species loves moving air across its roots and must have a well-aerated medium. He recommended repotting in late winter or
early spring, using fresh sphagnum moss. The roots should be wrapped with sphagnum and then screwed gently into a pot. The base
of the plant should be left above the rim of the pot. While potting, the roots are easily broken. Never cut or tear off the broken or
damaged roots because they are still alive. However, all dead or diseased roots should be removed before potting.
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES: In nature, N. falcata usually blooms summer-autumn. Cultivated plants are very susceptible to rot if grown
in a vertical position. It is preferable to mount or pot the plant at an angle so that water on the foliage is able to drain away.
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By Terry Kowalczuk

As I was wondering how to write this article, I began to realize that Neofinetia falcata is a sort of ‘no fly zone’ in many people’s minds. Indeed it
seems that one has to fly to Japan to get these gorgeous gems. At least this is the case when it comes to the Japanese varieties. There are many aspects
to this fascinating species including history, variety characteristics and cultivation, just to name a few. I will limit this article to a description of this
plant and to its unique history so that you may appreciate a little of what makes this plant so special. Welcome to the wonderful world of Neofinetia
falcata!

Yes Neofinetia falcata is a single species of orchid native to Japan. If there is one thing I would like you to take away from this, before we look at its
history, is that Neofinetia falcata is quite simply a species that has transformed itself into thousands of varieties — one species with over 2300 distinct
varieties! These varieties have evolved from the regular or ‘wild’ form that we have for years seen for sale in North America and it is called fiiran in
Japanese. Fiiran means wind orchid. Fiiran, can be found from the Southwest Kantd Region to Okinawa in Japan. In the wild, the roots of fiiran
grow firmly attached to trees and rocks and the flowers appear to fly in the wind. The plants are small and produce extremely graceful white flowers
that have a fantastic scent, which incidentally is one of the most complex in the orchid world.

What makes this plant so interesting and unique is its place in Japanese culture and history. The history, culture, and appreciation of this plant are
unlike any other in the orchid world and are steeped in a rich tradition of collecting, starting in Japan’s Edo Era from 1603 to 1868. For the last 400
years, the Japanese have been collecting Neofinetia falcata that exhibit unique traits that are visibly different from fiiran — the wild form. Fiiran with
unique characteristics were given an elegant name called fitkiran which translates to ‘the orchid for the noble and rich’. Collectors were slowly able
to find plants with different coloured flowers, variegation in the leaves, or very different leaf shapes and textures. It is very important to note that to
the Japanese the appreciation of fitkiran is a form of art and the cultivation of fiikiran is a part of Japanese culture and heritage.

Although there is evidence of the appreciation of fitkiran before the Edo Era, it was during this time that fizkiran was furiously collected. This was a
calm and peaceful time in Japan, a time when engei or traditional Japanese gardening flourished. Some of the plants collected at this time were
Calanthe, Cymbidium goeringii and karan, Dendrobium moniliforme and Omoto, the latter a very interesting plant but not an orchid. Collectors were
on the lookout for trees, grasses and plants with weird variegation. It was considered fashionable to collect these kinds of plants and this was
considered the first boom of fitkiran. All of the above mentioned plants often exhibit weird mutations or forms and some of these like the Omoto and
Dendrobium moniliforme could fetch astronomical amounts. A single mutated Neofinetia falcata growth could be valued at the cost of buying or
building a house! Ienari Tokugawa, the 11™ Shogun of the Edo Era was a serious collector of fitkiran. People within the Japanese hierarchy would
feverishly seek out mutated fitkiran to present to the Shogun as gifts.

So fitkiran were indeed plants for the rich and wealthy. Appreciation of a fitkiran was an interesting event. The Shogun would have a gold or silver
net covering the fitkiran. To look at them one would use the same procedure as looking at a samurai sword. When the flower was in bloom, the
Shogun would hang the plant outside the carriage when he went out. Things were not always rosy for fitkiran. At the end of the Edo Era, Japan
experienced a period where lavishness and elegance was prohibited. In 1868, imperial rule was restored in Japan during the Meiji Restoration (1968-
1912), and with it came a renewed appreciation for fizkiran. The Meiji Government encouraged culture from Europe and North America including the
introduction of Western orchids. In fact Western orchids became very popular to collect albeit only the wealthy could afford them. This new craze of
course took its toll on the popularity of fizkiran but several crazy collectors continued to keep them.

Fast forward to the 20" century. Modes do change and fiikiran collecting suffered from time to time, however there were those who remained
guardians of this honoured and respected tradition. The second Neofinetia boom occurred between 1927 and 1943 at which time the plants were very
expensive. It was said that when one bought a fizkiran, he was subjected to have a party at a restaurant to “unveil” the fitkiran. However, at this time,
the only people who could enjoy fiikiran were those with a high social status such as a doctor, CEO of a company, military elite, and nobility.
Everyday people had no chance to enjoy fitkiran. Most importantly, in 1939, the All Japan Fiikiran Society was formed. Following WWII the
Japanese were in no mood to enjoy fitkiran; however two key events triggered the modern revival. In 1970 a book called ‘ Fitkiran® was published in
Osaka and an artistic orchid show was held in Japan in 1973. From then until now, fitkiran suddenly has become more accessible to ordinary people.

Today fiikiran may be enjoyed by all. It is important to note that the All Japan Fiikiran Society in Japan does not base the value of the plants on North
American or European judging standards and the desirability is determined by its own standards and rankings. Since the beginning, the Japanese
have published hierarchy charts for the most valuable of the Neofinetia varieties, but this is for another article! My own trip to Japan was eye
opening. I discovered that these are amazing gems, compact and not difficult to grow! and although you do not need to mortgage your house to buy
one, however!!! you may still need to fly to Japan to add your name to a 10-year long waiting list for the most rare varieties. The Japanese were very
accommodating; I even learned correct potting techniques from the man who repots yearly for the Imperial Household. I am pleased to share this
information with you and to make these plants readily available in Canada. This is the first of a series of articles on this species as the traditions
surrounding fitkiran are rich. These are truly amazing orchids, unlike any others!

Terry Kowalczuk

With the generous assistance of Michael Hwang
Terry is a Neofinetia specialist in Toronto with one of the largest Neofinetia retail collections in Canada.
Copyright Terry Kowalczuk www.florapeculia.com 416 828-8023
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Your Windsor Orchid Society 2012 Programming Guide! - mark your calendar
Date Speaker / Event Topic Plants for Sale?
Apr 29" Mid-America Orchid Congress Program Newly Discovered Orchids of TBA
Vietnam
May 27 AGM and Bizzarre Bazaar Auction, Plant Sale, Photo Yes
Contest, Awards, Etc.
June 23rd Field trip Marsh Hollow and Yes
Cloud's Orchids
Aug 05th Field trip SO0S Yes
Summerfest

Upcoming Orchid Shows.
Mar 17-18: :

Mar 24-25: Les Orchidophiles de Montreal Orchidexpo College de Maisonneuve, 2700 Bourbonmere St. Montreal uebec
Mar 30 - Apr 01: Central Ohio Orchid Society Show, Franklin Park Conservatory, 1727 East Broad St., Columbus, OH.

Mar 31 - Apr 01: Mlchlgan Orchid Socelty Show, 876 Horace Brown Dr., Madison Heights, MI.

April 13-15:

Apr 14-15: The Annual Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show, CI1 C S , 2330 Midland Avenue Toronto, ON

Apr 21-22: The Ottawa Orchld Soc1ety 315t Annual Show at the Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Avenue, Nepean, ON
Apr 28-29: .

Apr 28-29: Illinois Orchid Society 60" Anniversary Spring Show, Chicago Botamc Gardens, Glencoe, IL

Jun 01-02: Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival

Aug 05:

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Please complete as much as possible as it helps in assessing if there are particular membership needs.

Please complete this form and bring it to the next general meeting or mail it along with your payment to:
The Windsor Orchid Society, C/O Ed Cott, 1751 Chilver Road, Windsor, Ontario. N8W 2T7
Name:
Address:
City: Province: Postal Code:
Telephone Number:
Email Address:

How do you prefer to receive your monthly Newsletter? Email: Postal mail:

Are you a member of the COC? ____ AOS? ____ Orchid Digest? ____ Other(s)?

How many years have you grown orchids? ____ Greenhouse ____ Under-lights ____ Windowsill ____
Favorite genera? Would you like to do a meeting presentation? ____

How did you hear about the Windsor Orchid Society? (new members only)
Annual Dues are $20.00 single and $25.00 family.
Your society is based on volunteers for meetings, displays, shows, etc. If you are able to assist, please contact one of the
executive members.
Membership needs and wants:

If there is any topic you would like to see discussed at a future meeting and/or have a question you would like discussed,
make a note of it here and bring it to an upcoming meeting:
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