Congratulations WOS/SOW on your 30th year of service to orchid
enthusiasts in Windsor and Essex County.
Visit us on the web at:

www.windsororchidsociety.ca

No.2 2015/2016

Sunday, October 18 2015 Time: 1:30 p.m.
Location: St. Clair College, Room 192A (Horticultural Building)
Next Meeting:

Speaker: John Marcotte of Orchids Canada
Topic: Orchid Culture

(If you’d like to pre-order from John, send him an e-mail at SSamarcotte@aol.com. If it’s available, a
listing will be e-mailed to members separately in advance of the meeting)
The Windsor Orchid Society continues to meet from September to May (excluding December) on the last Sunday of each month.
Occasionally meetings are re-scheduled when we are participating at Orchid Shows that are scheduled for the same weekend as the
General meeting or if the regular meeting date falls on a holiday. Watch the Newsletter and website announcements for these changes.

Dues are Due!!! See Betty Levar at the meeting.
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Committee Appointments
Fund-raising:
Mary Caspers - Ed Cott- Jackie Hay
Hospitality:
Justine Cloutier
Library:
Open
Membership:
Ed Cott - Betty Levar - Eunice Bragg
Newsletter:
Jackie Hay (jackie.hay@hotmail.com)
Photographer:
Deb Boersma, Ed Cott
Program:
Ed Cott
Publicity:
Deb Boersma
Raffles & Prizes: George Vegh
Orders / Supplies: Ed Cott
WebSite:
Mark Whelan
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Winter Social:
Sue Alexander
Webmaster:
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A special thank you for contributing food and raffle items at the September meeting: Thanks so much to everyone who brought in snacks for
the refreshment table and raffle items. Please remember to sign the sheets to be recognized for your contributions. Thanks to Eunice, Pam,
Lily, Jeannie, Deb, Mary W and Shari
Orchid Supplies: Potting mix, Physan, sphagnum, pots, fertilizer, totes, etc., are available at the meeting. Let Ed know in advance if you are
looking for something specifically. (Laelia@aol.com) Special request? See our Special Orders and Supplies Committee Chair – Ed Cott.
Supplies can also be ordered through the website.
Parking: Members can park in Lot "L" behind the greenhouse building & walk to the meeting room. (Vehicles enter through the exit gate - it
will be open). Although the spaces indicate it is for Handicap Parking, this is not enforced on Sunday. PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN THE
DRIVEWAY ADJACENT TO THE BUILDING

Preparing Orchids for Winter
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By Susan Jones

The onset of shorter days and longer, colder nights heralds winter’s arrival. Many factors play into keeping your orchids happy and healthy through this time — finding the right combination of
variables can be tricky, especially for beginners. The phrase “proper prior planning” is appropriate here; doing so will help your orchids to reach their greatest potential and increase your
knowledge and enjoyment of the hobby.
Generally, temperatures between 50° and 80° F (10° to 27° C) are ideal for orchids; but occasional brief periods of temperatures above 100 F (38 C) or drops even into the 30s (0 C) will not
harm most orchids as long as no frost forms on the leaves. Cold hardiness, the measure of the orchid’s resistance to or ability to adjust to cold stress, should be considered when adding new
orchids for your landscape or collection. The degree of cold hardiness is determined by environmental conditions, the overall health of the plant and its genetic makeup. Some species are always
killed by colder temperatures, while others can tolerate short periods of temperatures near freezing.
Cold Injury
Symptoms indicating cold damage usually become visible some days after exposure to critically low temperatures, not during the cold exposure. Cold injury includes damage from temperatures
above and below freezing. Chill injury is that caused by low temperatures above freezing, and freeze injury is damage from temperatures at or below freezing. Frost damage takes place when
dew freezes after it has condensed on leaf surfaces if the air temperature drops below freezing.
The rate at which symptoms develop depends on the severity of the exposure and the conditions in the growing environment after the exposure. Continued cool temperatures and high humidity
after exposure to cold may slow the development of symptoms, while high light intensity and warm temperatures may accelerate the appearance of symptoms.
Chilling
Many chilling-injury symptoms are common to other stresses such as lack of water, root-rot diseases, chemical phytotoxicity, heat stress and light stress, and as such may be difficult to
diagnose. General symptoms of chilling injury include surface lesions, pitting, large, sunken areas and discoloration; water-soaking in tissues, usually followed by wilting and browning; internal
discoloration (browning); increased susceptibility to attack by fungi and bacteria; slower than- normal growth (this may be difficult to identify without undamaged plants for comparison or a
knowledge of the orchid’s normal growth rate) and accelerated rate of natural death.
Freezing
Symptoms of freeze injury include desiccation or burning of foliage, water-soaked areas that progress to necrotic spots on leaves, and death of sections of the plant or the entire plant. Obvious
symptoms may not be present until after the plant has been stressed by very warm temperatures.
The Basics
Preparation for weathering winter’s chills begins at the point of purchasing your orchids. Choose carefully for the growing conditions you are able to provide your plants. If you keep your home
or greenhouse cool in the winter to save on heating costs, avoid the warmer-growing genera such as phalaenopsis and vanda. Instead, stick to intermediate- (most brassavolas, cattleyas,
dendrobiums, epidendrums, laelias or mottled-leaved paphiopedilums) or cooler-growing (cymbidiums, masdevallias, miltonias, odontoglossums, oncidiums, plain-leaved paphiopedilums or
sophronitis) orchids, depending on the conditions they will be grown under during the summer months. White or yellow vandas, as well as some dendrobiums (phalaenopsis-and antelope-types),
are especially cold sensitive and do not like temperature drops below 60° F (16° C), and can be particularly prone to losing leaves when exposed to cooler temperatures. Seedlings and immature
plants, particularly those in flasks or compots, are also much more sensitive to chills than their mature counterparts.
Another consideration for growers in northern climes is the shorter day length winter brings. Many orchids need 14 hours of light every day to flower successfully. Relying on daylight alone
during winter months will not provide sufficient light to induce budding. Genera with high light requirements may produce healthy green foliage but without sufficient illumination might never
reward their growers with the desired flowers. For indoor and greenhouse growers in the north, supplemental lighting may be necessary for optimal plant health and flowering. Depending on the
type of light source chosen, the heat generated by the lamps may help counteract cold temperatures.
When adding to an orchid collection, choosing carefully to match the conditions you are able to provide as a grower will go a long way toward keeping your orchids in optimal health through
winter’s gloom and chills.
Once they’re comfortably situated in your collection, cultural factors to consider in keeping them happy through the winter months include less frequent watering and fertilization. It is worth the
extra effort to read up on the seasonal needs of the orchids in your collection. This is especially important for the species, but hybrids will benefit from this research as well. Some enter a period
of partial or full dormancy; they will require a rest period at this time of year, and could be adversely affected if they do not receive one. As temperatures drop and daylight is reduced, their
growth slows down or even stops, depending on the species or hybrid. The quantities of water and fertilizer they required for spring and summer growth are no longer needed and could
negatively affect the plant unless reduced accordingly. Excess water can accelerate the breakdown of organic growing media (such as pine bark and sphagnum moss) and lead to root and plant
rots. A surplus of fertilizer can accumulate in the growing media until the fertilizer salts burn the orchid’s root and leaf tips, and actually inhibit rather than enhance growth.

Although winter requires preparation by the orchid grower,
the shorter days are exactly what initiates bud development
for seasonal species such as Cattleya trianae.

Windowsill
Because they have less control over the quality and amount of lighting reaching their plants than under-lights growers, windowsill growers face special considerations during the winter months.
The day length is shorter in the northern latitudes, so supplemental lighting may be needed for part of the day to maintain a comfortable day-night balance for the plants. At this time of year,
the sun’s angle is lower on the horizon and may no longer be shaded by trees that have lost their leaves for the winter. A fresh snowfall can also reflect a great deal more light than normal. A
sheer curtain may be needed to protect your plants from sunburn at these times.
At night, a heavy curtain between the window and your orchids can act as an insulating barrier to help keep the nighttime temperatures from damaging sensitive tropical plants. Thermopane
windows will also help — their two panes of glass separated by an air pocket are good for both orchids and heating bills in the winter time. Even sheets of bubble wrap covering the glass will
help keep warmth in and winter chills out. Never allow the foliage to touch the glass; condensation can freeze on the windowpane and kill your orchid’s leaves.
Good air movement will help maintain temperatures as well. A fan to circulate the air around the window helps helps keep temperatures uniform, and distributes and circulates heat from heaters
or other sources to keep the growing area closer to the ambient temperature of the room rather than the cold outside.
Greenhouses
Properly planned, a greenhouse may be constructed and oriented to minimize the effects of winter’s chill on your orchids. The use of twin-walled instead of single-layered glazing materials adds
insulation and reduces heat loss through the greenhouse exterior. Double-layered materials are also better able to withstand the weight of accumulated snow in the wintertime (but never allow
the snow to remain on the greenhouse or it may cause damage). Attached greenhouses (those with one or more walls attached to a building), partially excavated and earthsheltered
greenhouses retain heat better than freestanding models, and so cause growers less difficulty and expense to heat. Because one or more sides are opaque, attached and earth-sheltered
greenhouses do not generally receive as much sunlight as a freestanding greenhouse.
Orientation
the direction of the greenhouse roof relative to the sun’s movement — allows growers to take best advantage of available light. During the cold months, to optimize winter growing conditions, an
eastwest orientation will allow the greatest amount of sunlight to reach your orchids through the shortest days of the year. This must be balanced with the needs of your orchids, the layout of
your property, trees that might shade the greenhouse, etc. For maximum year-round exposure, a greenhouse with a north-south orientation is a better choice.
The next step is critical. Provide “backup, backup, backup and alarms,” says Jan Szyren, horticulturist and greenhouse coordinator for Michigan State University. As Szyren notes, an alarm
system is critical for notifying growers if the greenhouse temperature should fall below a certain level, as is a backup heating system. Supplemental heating need not maintain optimal
temperatures, but protect the orchids from cold damage during a power outage or unusually cold temperatures. Should disaster strike and temperatures drop, try to keep your growing area
above 45° F (7° C) at minimum. Gas- or diesel-powered generators, generator fuel and long, heavy duty extension cords for heating appliances and fans to distribute the heat are available at
most home-improvement centers to heat your greenhouse during an emergency. Automated systems are available; manual systems are less expensive, but require that someone be on hand to
operate them.
Kerosene or propane heaters are another option for supplemental heat if the power goes off, but their fumes that can damage flowers quickly, and to a lesser extent affect plants as well. In
addition, these should never be used in attached greenhouses, as the fumes are toxic to people and animals. Greenhouses in which this equipment has been used should be ventilated before
being reentered.
Ann Jesup of Bristol, Connecticut adds to and emphasizes the importance of seasonal preparation — “going over the greenhouse to check for and seal any air leaks, have the alarms, furnace and
heating system tested, and,” she adds, “pray that the temperatures are not going to drop (in the greenhouse, anyway ...).”As a last resort, moving your collection or your most treasured and
cold-sensitive plants indoors temporarily may be an option. While they do not provide optimal growing conditions, homes are much better equipped to keep out the cold than greenhouses. This
step can make the critical difference between plant survival and plant loss, so optimal culture can be foregone for a few days until the danger of freezing passes. If your collection is too large to
bring indoors in its entirety, grouping those that would be moved indoors together or marking them with a special, brightly colored, easily identifiable tag can save time and plants as
temperatures drop. Plastic sheeting or tarps can protect indoor surfaces and furniture from damage from dirt and dampness that comes in with the orchids.
After the Fact
If the worst happens and your orchids are damaged by the cold, don’t assume that they are goners. Treat the plant as though it has just been repotted — avoid direct sunlight and high
temperatures, keep the medium moist and give them a weak solution of liquid plant food with a full compliment of minor elements. When you see the beginnings of new growth sprouting, apply
a very light dose of fertilizer and continue with your weekly liquid food program.
The positive side of the occasional winter chill is that, in many cases, cool periods help induce or enhance bud initiation and flowering.
Susan Jones was the editor of Awards Quarterly and assistant editor of Orchids. American Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray Beach, Florida 33446
Reprinted from the DECEMBER 2004 issue of Orchids -- The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society. Copyright American Orchid Society -- www.aos.org
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Plant Table from September 2015 Meeting:
Best Species

Best Hybrid

Habenaria erichmichellii ‘pink’
Dr. John Doherty

Paph Sander’s Pride Golden Boy
Dr. John Doherty

Dendrobium
Little Green Apple
Norma Viol

Paph Candy Apple
Shari Clarke

Psychopsis
Mariposa Green Valley
Eleanor Sfalcin

Habenaria rhodochelia ‘orange’
Dr. John Doherty

Miltoniopsis
Marion Peebles
Shari Clarke

Habenaria erichmichelii
Mary Welacky
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Mary Caspers – Presentation on Orchid Conservation
Mary Caspers, a long-time member of the WOS, has a
passion for the environment and the preservation of all
things natural. That extends to our native orchids. She is
a member of the “Friends of Ojibway”, the nature reserve
just outside of Windsor toward LaSalle. In an effort to
promote orchid conservation (there are a number of
native species found at Ojibway Park) and as part of the
WOS commitment to Orchid Conservation, the WOS
committed to making a donation of $100 to the Friends
of Ojibway, to be used for the publication of a pamphlet
to be made available to visitors to the Nature Centre.
Mary presented a brief outline of the native orchids
found there and of the organizations who also support
this objective. Thanks Mary!
http://www.ojibway.ca/index.htm
Photos of WOS members collecting their winnings from the raffle table, sharply focused attention, and mingling .

.
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COOS display created by Jeannie Gascoigne and Mark Whelan - Congratulations!

WOS display was awarded 2nd prize. Many plants in the display were awarded ribbons.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To Windsor Orchid Society Members

Jeannie Gascoigne and members of the display committee
are seeking blooming orchids for the show display. The display will need about 30 blooming orchids.
Also in need are tropical plants, ferns and palms to decorate
the hall and smaller house plants or non blooming orchids to
use as filler in the display.
If you have any available plants as stated, please deliver to
the hall on Thursday, October 22nd by 1:00 pm, or make arrangements with Jeannie if this time does not work for you.
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Windsor Orchid Society 2015-2016 Programming Guide! - mark your calendar

Date

Speaker / Event

Topic

Plants for Sale?

Oct 18

WOS –General Meeting

John Marcotte – Orchid Culture

Yes

Oct 2425

WOS Show and Sale
NEW LOCATION!

Columbus Center
2401 Columbus Dr (off Northwood)
Windsor, ON

Yes

WOS –General Meeting

TBD

Yes

Dec
TBD

Winter Social

TBD

Jan 31

WOS –General Meeting

John Curtin – Michigan Orchid Society
TBD

Yes

Feb 28

WOS –General Meeting

TBD

Yes

Mar 27

WOS –General Meeting

TBD

Yes

Apr 24

WOS –General Meeting

TBD

Yes

May 29

WOS –General Meeting and
Auction

Nov29

Yes

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Membership – Dues are Now Due!
Send your contact information along with payment to:
The Windsor Orchid Society, C/O Betty Levar, 1822 Chilver Road, Windsor, Ontario. N8W 2T8 (or see Betty
at the meeting)

Annual Dues are $20.00 single and $25.00 family/joint membership.

